2010 Hall of Fame Inductee – Bishop Willie Walsh (retired)

In March 2011 retired Bishop of Killaloe, the Most Reverend Willie Walsh was inducted by the Tipperary Association Dublin as its Hall of Fame winner for 2010.

A native of Roscrea, he was educated in Corville National School and St. Flannan’s College, Ennis. He studied for the priesthood at St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth and the Pontifical Irish College, Rome. After his ordination in 1959 he went on to study Canon Law. On his return to Ireland he taught for a year in Coláiste Einde, Galway and then joined the staff of St. Flannans College, Ennis.

In 1998 he was appointed curate at Ennis Cathedral. He became administrator in 1990. He was an active member of ACCORD in the Diocese. He pursued his interest in hurling in St. Flannan’s and coached college teams and county Clare teams at all grades. He was a selector of the Clare Senior Hurling team during Ger Lougnane’s reign as manager.

He succeeded as Bishop of Killaloe in 1994 having served as Coadjudicator Bishop for a short period. 

A man never afraid to express a view, he courted controversy over his forthright views on a range of issues. He favoured debate on ordination of women, lacked enthusiasm for the Tridentine (Latin) mass, expressed sadness at the Catholic Church’s attitudes to homosexuality and the refusal of the Eucharist to divorced couples. He also called for discussion on the question of celibacy in the priesthood and was very outspoken on the issue of child abuse. 

He sought to change attitudes in the very best interests of people and even at the expense of having his knuckles rapped by the Authorities in Rome. He took a common sense approach to many issues, showing leadership in seeking to come to terms with the injustices perpetuated in different ways on so many.

On his 75th birthday, Bishop Willie Walsh retired in May 2010 as Bishop of Killaloe. 
He is a worthy recipient of the Hall of Fame award for 2010. 

