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In October of last year Brendan Cummins announced his retirement from Inter –county hurling having played in goal for Tipperary for 18 years, making a record 73 championship appearances and keeping 22 clean sheets. 
Perhaps it’s not all that remarkable when you consider his background.
Brendan was born in Ardfinnan into a family steeped in the GAA.

His grandfather Johnny Cummins ran the local club for many years in the 50s and 60s

Brendan’s father John, played football at all levels with Tipperary as well as representing Munster. He was also a useful hurling goalkeeper. 
Brendan also inherited some football blood from his mother Ann’s side.
It was no great surprise then, when the young Brendan started his intercounty career as a dual player, representing his county in hurling and football at minor level, picking up a Munster medal with the minor hurlers in 1993. He went on to represent the county at the U21grade, and at the age of 18 he became a senior player in both codes. A seriously talented footballer, he won his first major senior intercounty medal when the footballers won the McGrath Cup in 1994 delayed from 1993.

Brendan made his senior hurling championship debut in 1995 and so began a stellar career between the posts for Tipperary. Early setbacks in 1997 when Tipp lost the Munster and All Ireland finals to Clare did not deter him and due to his dedication, commitment and utter professional approach he went on to achieve all that is possible in hurling at county level.

Among his achievements are 2 All-Ireland titles, 5 All Star Awards, 5 Munster Championship medals, 4 National League and 4 Railway Cup medals with Munster, captaining the side in 2001. 
He also won an All Ireland B Championship with Tipperary footballers.
No doubt Brendan will have fond memories of his first All Ireland medal in 2001 but for many of us his performances in those two great finals of  2009 and 2010 when Kilkenny’s “drive for 5” was halted will remain in the sporting memory. We also have fond memories of the many double and treble saves he made in a career epitomised by the man’s agility, coolness and assuredness. We will be forever grateful for his contribution to the cause of Tipperary hurling.

At club level Brendan has made an enormous contribution helping Ballybacon-Grange to 9 South hurling titles at Intermediate level. Unfortunately the county title has not come his way but he is not finished yet. He won  South minor and U21 championships and an All-Ireland junior 7s in hurling with Ballybacon –Grange and county championship honours in U21 and Senior football with Ardfinnan.
Brendan won the Poc Fada competition across the Cooley mountains six times between 2004 and 2010 and before that he won the Pairs Competition with Ian Scallon of Wexford.
In 2011 Brendan Cummins carved out for himself a unique place in GAA history when he smashed the record held by the great Christy Ring for the most championship appearances. That record is now assuredly his own.

While publicly stating that he was retiring to spend more time with Pamela and children Paul and Sarah, Brendan has started a new career as a radio and television pundit combining it with his banking career.  He has appeared in a very successful ad campaign for the AIB Club Championship this year wearing the Balybacon/Grange  jersey showing prominently the sponsorship of Eamonn O Gorman of O’Gorman Construction. ( XXX )   With Sky moving in on the GAA matches this year, will the new Sky’s GAA Gary Lineker be from Ardfinnan.
To represent your county with pride and distinction and to do so with the highest level of achievement and dedication , to become a role model for your work ethic and behaviour, and to retire while still at the top. For these reasons and for the years of enjoyment that you have given to GAA followers of the Blue and Gold the Tipperary Association Dublin is proud to name Brendan Cummins as Tipperary Person of the Year 2013.  

